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The Athenian Mercury: 


Qyeft. 1: 


Cause of the dejtrution of the Empire 
of Conttantinople > 

Anfw. Molt Hiftorians conclude the principal Caufes 
es be the Divifions of the Cariftians, and the Pertidies 
and Cruelcies that were exerctled by many of them, to 
make emtelves Matters of che Empire: For they were 
(> divided, that initead of thinking how they wight 
unite againft che Common Enemy, they chiefly em- 
loy'd cthemlelves in endeavouring to become great, 
tho’ to the Injury of each other, and thus in violating 
the Laws ot Chriftianity they acted againit true Policy, 
which happens much oftener thaa Men are aware of. 


elt. 2. Is that general Account true that we bave, how 
Alexander the third treated the Emperor Frederick, ma- 
king im wait at his Gate for Admittance, and when re- 
ceived ‘twas but ina [curvy manner, Alexander fetting bis 
Foor on his Neck, and [peaking very contempruou/ly of him, 
jt being cited both by Protestant and Popifh st riters 5 by 
(uch of she firft as emdeavouring to give an ill Lies of the 
Popes, elate this as & Mark of their Ambition; and shofe 
of the lajt that woud eftablifh the power of the Pope over 
she Emperors, bring this as a prefident 2 . 

An(w. Wehave a Relation of it much atter this manner 
from many Aut.ors, and us very probable there was 
fome ground for the Story, tho’ we meet with one that 
contradi¢ts it, whole realous we'll here give, and leave 
others ro judge whether or no they are tuthcient to de- 
ftroy che Teftimony of thole chat aflert it; ‘tis M. Leti, 
who athrms Alexander was too wile a Man, by fo info- 
lent an actica to hazard his being ill treated by Frede- 
rick, and blamed by ail the World : But wou'd the 
Pope have ventured ity the Emperour was not patient 
enough to endure fuch a treatment, nor the Republick 
of Venice fo imprudent as co tutter the Pope to commit 
fo gueat a breach agaynit che Sacred Rites of Princes. 


Queft. 3. How came the Greck Tongue to be fo Corrupted 
as now itis, (or at leajt as I am informed it is ) it bee 
ing very different from what was antiently [poke ? what is 
tie Realon that at Athens where they formeriy [poke the w/t 
cfreGly, they now {pesk tre worft ? and wherein dots this 
Corruption and Change chiefly conjijt ¢ | 

Anjw. When the Greck Toague was tue moft Polite, 
thecommon fort of People tpake very different from 
the Learned in retpeét to many barbarous Words and 
Phrafes. It was likewile the fame in Rome, where ac- 
cording to the Observation of Quintilian, the whole 
Theater fometimes made Exclamations in barbarous 
Terms. And we have to this Day a Book written to 
Cef{tr's time, by an Officer who expreiled himfelt like 
the Common Souldiers inthe Army, “tis A Fournal of 
the Wars wich Spain; we mect there with many Po- 
pular Expreffions, that are not to be found ellewhere, 
or at leaft very rarely in other Authors, whereas they 
are very frequent inthis Journal. This Odtervation 
has made fome believe that the Modern Greek might 
be the fame with that which che People formerly 
ipoke 5 but it appears by the Exclamations ‘upon their 
Theaters, as may be feen in the Byzantine Hiltorians, 
and by the Speeches made in the Councils, where we 
may lee fome Remains of the vulgar Language of chat 
time, that it was not near fo corrupted as the modern 
Greek is. The Reatons of this Crange ts apparently 
their mixing chemtelves with other Nations, and othe 
Nations inhabiting with them. The Gieck Tongue 
Was. formerly fpread thro’ che greatelt part of Europe, 
and into divers Provinces of Afia and Africa, it was 
common in Syria, and even beyond the Euporates cai- 
tryed thither by fome Greek Colonies that were efta- 
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Hat do you believe was the chief blithed there. And 


? 


| in Egyte it was fo well received, 
that ic took the place of the Antient Egyptian Toreue 
which by little and little was loft, as the Greek Tongue 
again was, when andther People became Mafters of 
Egypt; the Greek was afterwards {pread do tar, that Se- 
meca lays, Quid sibi volunt ia mediis barbarorum reeionibus 
Grace Civitases ? quid inter Indos per[algne Micedonicus 
Sermo? *Yis eaiily conceived that the Greeks being 
thus difperfed among{t fo many Nations wou'd cor- 
rupe their Longue, iq taking many. of their words, 
as that they likewile gave them divers Greek terms. 
Twas atter this manner that the Tongue of the Copts 
became a Mixtvré of the Antient Egyptian, Greek and 
Arabick. But the Romans having fucceeded the aAface- 
dovians, corrupted the Greek Tongue yet more, in ftil 
intermixing words and manners of {peaking according 
to the rulsng Nation. S.almarius believes twas at thac 
time that the Antient Dialeéts were loft, and that eve- 
ry one ipoke ‘after the fame manner, which was more 
Contormable'to the Attick Dialect than to the reff. 
And indeed we have had no Writer fince which bas 
writ in the Jonick Tongue, as Herodatus formerly did, 
nor in the Dorgc as Theocriius, Molcus and Rion did. Bue 
the greateft depravation of the Greek Tongue happen- 
ed when Gonjtantine eltablithed hi§ Seat at Con/tatrino. 
ple; whither he brought a great Number of confidera. 
ble Perfons from Rome, and as they {poke Latin in the 
Court and Council of the Emperor, it was neceflary 
that the Greeks that had any Bufinefs at Court, fhou'’d 
{peak that Tongue alfo, and that the Romans fhou'd 
learn Greek, to make ‘emtelves be underftood by the 
People; from wheace it happeged, their defign beings 
only to be underftood, that ie Greeks did not learn 
the Latin well, nor the Romans the Greek, but each 
ftrangely corrupced theirown Language. After che 
time of Fuftinian the Greek was fo corrupted thar it 
was not only tilled with more barbarous terms thaa 
before, but the Rules of Grammer were loft allio; this 
Corruption feems to be introduced into the Greek 
Tongue by the great Numbers of Officers and Souldi« 
ers of che barbarous Northern Nations which were en- 
tertained in the Emperors Service in Conftantinople ¢ 
Thete Mea; whereof the.Court aod Armies were full, 
not being able to learn any Tongue with exactnefs, 
{poke Greek after a very barbarous manner, and even 
corrupted the Greeks themielyes, who were little in- 
clined to Study in thefe almoft perpetual Troubles of 
of their Empire. The fame likewile happened to the 
Latin Tongue, becaule of rhe multitude of Srrangers 
which came to Rome, aud became even Roman Citizens, 
either becaule they:were born in Roman Colonies;or by 
fome other way, and who were often raifed to the 
Chief Offices of State, which made Fuvenal fav, Sat. 1 bt. 


Fampridem Syrus in Tiberim defluxit Orontes, 
Et Lingnzt't* Mores, &ec. Jecum, Bec. vexis. 

Thofe who at this Dav live under the Tark have mixe 
feveral of the words of the Mahomecan with their 
own Language, and chofe which are udder the Repub. 
lick of Venice corrupt theirs with che Italian Tongue ¢ 
And arroneft ali the Greeks the Dialect of Con/tantine. 
ple comes neare{t co the Antient Greek, becaufe this Ci« 
ty being the Seat ot the Empire, there were more 
Learied Mea. and Perfons‘of Quality there than elfe- 
where, who have preferved it more from thoie Bar- 
barities to4n ochers have done. ‘Tisalloreported, chat 
Athens, tormeriy the moft Learned and Correét in her 
Language, now {peaks the worlt, the Reaton ef which 
is beaule it was long inhabiced by a Succeffion of di- 


vers Nations, 
This 


This. depravation further confifts in the changes, ad- 
@itions, retrenchment of Letters, and different termina- 
tions in refpect to Names. For initance, tie Greeks at 
this time put the T for the A, as jee for diz the E tor 
te I, as Furies for Evrsds 5 the Z tor a double f or 
adouble =, as mung let raegt lew OF Tac 7TH, &c. 
they add when they fay €7micl uv for eCumra at", SEe- 
a cy for seestv, Sec. they retrench in laying frsus Me 
fead of fasanz, eile for afeiz. They terminate the 
mafculinc AS in H&S, andthe antient Adjectives whicn 
erdedian QAHS ia EPOS, Oc. They lixewile con- 
found the Vowels, which have the fame tound as the 
O aad the Q, and put indifferently I, H, T, Bl, OF; and 
maay other the like Changesare {ipt in amongft chem. 


QOucit. 4. A Friend of mine WHO never Va 
as hardly paving known any, 
by reaion of his / “ T ravels, and be had at bis 
coming lately into England a great pe of fickwe/s, 
hic) put bim noon Vows of Repentance ( the 
lisht of Nature having told bim that he was 0- 
blig?d to live a Morral Life, being fpirited Y 
kidnapp’d away «as four Years Old, and has 
been ever fince im frrange Lands, ana among ft all 
Religtons. ) He has fince recovered, and told. me 
his thoughts the other day, VIZ. that he found 
him{elf very plyable 10 cusertain one of thefe threc, 
either that of the Papi, Church of England, or 
Presbyterian Religion, and that which makes 
him in (u/pence hich) to chufe, are three Ver. 
tues, and three Vices he finds them all to be ge- 
nerally Afafters of : For the firft, thefe Vertuts, 
the continual and often repeated Divine Service 
in the Churches and Chappels of the Papijis, the 
great Charity of the Charch of England, in ac- 
knowledging Gods mercy to extend to the very 
Turks and Infidels ; and laftly, the great feemtng 
Purity of the Presbytertans : 1. Thew Vices. The 
Gruclty and uncharitablene/s of the Papsfts. 2. The 
general negle of Devotion in the Church of En- 
gland, as never feeming bearty in the manner 
of their Worfhip, according to the Rubrick, ( whica 
be likes very well) and laftly, the ill nature and 
Covetoufne/s be fizds among the Presbyterians, 
he bas pramifed so [ubmit to your Fudgments ? 
Anfw. Since the only reafon that leaves 
him undetermined feems to be the general 
practice ofeach Sect in refpect to their par- 
ticular good and bad qualities which ke has 
obferved in them all, therefore if we fhow 
him the Vertue of the one exceeds that of 
the other, and that the Vice of the fame 
Community is alfo lefs then what the others 
are guilty of, it will be a good ftep towards 
the fixing him. And upon Examination we 
fhall find it determined in favour of the 
Church of England, for neither she repeti- 
tion of the Popt{h Avemaryes or Parer-nofters, 
or the devout Looks and Pretenfions of the 
Presbyterians, will avail them any thing 
without Charity, and their Vices fhow they 
want it, nay all their Religion is vain who 
have it not; but they that poflefs it are in 
a more probable way to be fitied for all o- 
ther Chriftian Doties ; for St. Pau! faith, 
a Cor. 13. Thofe that are without Charity ant 
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Il things, but thofe who are charitable poffe/s 
many Vertucs. Then for their Vices, as Cru- 
elty and Unchasitablenefs to our fellow 
Creatures, wholly unfics us for our duty ro- 
wards our Neighbour, fo ic will not be very 
difficule to prove that Morofenefs and Cove. 
tuoulnefs will not only Le a means to de- 
ftroy Charity, but alloan evident fila thes 
they prefer a little Riches betore the 
mands of God Aimighty 5 io tuat thofe 
fons that are? guilty in this nature tranf. 
prefs the Laws of God, in refpett to theim- 
felves, and their Neighbours. Whereas 
thole tha are not Devout do no injury 
to their Neighbour, altho’ they do indeed 
a very great oneto theinfelves, Tho "tis 
not the prattice of any Community that we 
are to follow (any farther than they agree 
with the Holy Scriptures ) but their Do. 
€trine; and if that be well examined, :for 
no Man m»ft take upany Religiou without 
conlidering it well firft, we believe there 
will be no reafonable exceptions againft 
the Church of Exgland. And for the proof 
of which we refer him to the Articles and 
Canons of.the Church and totheir practi- 
cal writings on Divinity, where he’ll fiad 
more fatistaction than we are capable of giv- 
ing him, or the length of our Paper will per- 
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Adbertifements. 
Af Albranches Search after Truth (is 


now Publilkt) being a Treatife of the Nature of 
the Humane Mind, apd of its Management for avoiding krror 
in tue Sciences, Vol. .. Done into Englifh trom the Paris ath. 
Edition by Mr. Seu/t,Author of the New Treati fe of Algebra, Prin- 
ted in Oave. The 2d. Vol. is already iv the Preis, to which 
will beacded an Account of his LIFE trom his firlt appearasce 
inthe World tothistime. His Laws of the Communication of 


Mot: Bw » Attract of alt bts Di putation with M 1% fiery Arnand 
and Moun frexr Regs > wit their leveras Aniwers and Replies . 
allo fome Original Papers written with Malbvanches own band 
never yet Pubulbt. Prioted tor F. Dunton at the Raven in the 


Pewitry, and S. Ma xfbzp at the Siip in Cormbill. 


ok yes Barlows Remains, containing near an hun: 
: Grea Cutinet tubjects, Theslogical, Philojopkical, 
Hiflerwcal, XC. In Lecters to teveral Perlons of Honour 
and Quality, to which isadded the Relolution of many 
as/iruje points, as alio Diredtions to a young Divine for 
his (uly in Divinity and choice ot his Hibraty.,  Pub- 
lifhed trom his Lordfhips Original Papers. Price bound 
63. Priated tor Fohm Duntom at che Raven in the 
Poaliry. 


GQ Emarks om @ late Difcourfe of William Lord Bi- 
focp of Derry, concernang the Inventions of of Menin 
she Werjhip of Ged. By the Kevererd John Boyle. 
Prinsed for John Lawrence at the Angel, and John 
Dunton at the Raven ia the Poulery. 


VV Hereas @ Sale of Sterling Plate to the Value cf 4ccol. 

was propofed to be drawn the 27th. of July Jafiant 
at the Mufick Room rext Bectcrd gate ix Charles-ftreet, 
Covent-Garden. The Books not being full the (aid Sale is 
put of till the zoth. day of November next, after which day 
mo Tickers are to be given ous. And then publick Notice 
foatl be given of the day jor drawing the Tickets, which will 
be certaialy performed within few days after. 


LONDON, Printed for Jopn Bun 


ee 2 


ton at the Reves in the Poultrey. 1694. i 


tt nts A 


n_t tear. SS oe FO bee & 8s bd 


